THE PERIOD OF DEFEATS
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subsequent clearing-up operations in the southern half of the island
were carried out by small mixed columns which were hampered
more by the weather and the difficult country than by the unde-
fended road blocks erected by the enemy, and operations were ter-
minated by the signature of an armistice on November 6. Iri fifty-
six days our forces covered 650 miles, and at the cost of some 130
casualties effectively established control over the whole island in

Madagascar.
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a workmanlike,  skilfully conceived,  and  energetically executed
little campaign.
One fortunate indirect result of the conquest of Madagascar
was the capitulation, after prolonged negotiations, of the Vichy
French authorities in French Somaliland, where, on December 29,
1942, an agreement was concluded by which the colony took its